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Chapter I 
INTR OD UCTION 
Purpose and Motivation 
The writer has always been interested in the problem of 
introducing Jewishness into Jewish centers. He has felt that 
Jewish holiday programming provides some clue to this prob-
lem. In addition, he was spurred on to study this aspect of 
what has been called Jewish content by Janowsky's conclusion 
that festival celebrations appear to be the major medium 
through which Jewish programs are provided for youth.l The 
writer was interested in studyin g this problem not only as 
it affects youth but the entire membership. His objective 
will be, then, to find out the extent to which an interest 
in Jewish content was reflected in programming certain selectEd 
Jewish holidays in Jewish Community Centers. 
To accomplish his task the writer set out to answer the 
followin g questions: 
l. Which holida~ lent themselves most readily 
to pro gramming? Why? 
2. Which age groups were most effectively 
reached? Why? 
3. What are some of the factors affecting the 
use of Jewish holiday programming? 
l Oscar I. Je.nowsky, The Jewish Welfare Board Survey, 
p. 188. 
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Definition of Jewish Holide.~ Programming 
By Jewish holiday programming the writer means the 
utilization of any mediu m which can be used in e. group work 
settin g to make e. Jewish holiday understood intellectually 
and/or emotionall y to the group and the individual. The 
writer will indicate in the chapters to follow certain aspects 
of pro grammin g . However, they do not form e. complete list. 
It is hoped that pro gram directors will discover more original 
and novel media. 
Scope of Study 
This study concerns Jewish holiday programming in the 
Je wish Cent e rs of Greater Boston. As a result this study 
will be limited by several factors. First, it will be limited 
to the eleven centers which are affiliated with the Greater 
Boston Council of Jewish Centers.2 Secondly , it will be 
li mited to pro gramming conducted by the activities departments 
of these centers. In the case of four agencies which house 
and sponsor Hebrew schools with t heir own programs, the writer 
will focus attention on their activities departments. ~nere, 
however, the Hebrew school dominated the programming, the 
writer will indicate such influence. As Janowsky points out 
"it is often difficult to establish whether or not the festi-
val activities are part of the Hebrew or Sunday school" in 
2 These are listed in the Appendix. For e. description of 
these agencies see Cohen, Simon, "A Study of Adult 
Education in the Jewish Community Centers of Greater Bos-
ton, " Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston (cont. next 
2 
such centers.3 Thirdly, the study wi 11. concern itself with 
programming for the following a~e levels: children - up 
through 12; youth- 13 through 17; and adults - 18 and over. 
Finally, this study will be limited to the activity period: 
S e pt ember 1 , 1 9 4 9, t o S e pte m be r l, l 9 50 • 
Sources of Data 
There have been studies on Jewish content in agencies 
in Greater Boston and throughout the country. To the writer's 
knowledge, however, there has been no study which was limited 
to Jewish holiday programming. Consequently the most important 
source of data was the interviews held with agency staff mem-
bers. Additional informtion was obtained from literature 
dealing with related material. 
Method of Procedure 
As was mentioned previously, the writer studied eleven 
centers in order to obtain data from which valid conclusions 
could emerge. To gather this data the writer formulated 
twenty-one questions which he sent to staff members of these 
agencies well in advance of an interview with them. The ques-
tions were directed only to those responsible for programming: 
either executive directors, program directors, or board mem-
bers, as the case may have been. Sometimes agency people 
answered the schedule before the visit. 
(continued from previous page) University School of Social 
Work, Boston, 1950. Pp. 20-36. 
3 Janowsky, ~· cit., p. 184. 
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Durin g the interview which lasted an average of one 
and one-half hours, the writer interpreted when necessary, 
and tried to clear up any difficulties which might have arisen 
in answerin g the schedule. 
Value ~ Study 
Thou gh this study will be on a superficial level, it 
is hoped that it will throw some li g ht on measuring Jewish 
content in general and Jewish holiday programming in particu-
lar. Furthermore, it is hoped that it will stimulate interest 
in and further investigation of the various factors affecting 
the use of such programming. 
Limitations 
Logically it would be desirable to get the reactions to 
some of the questions of memberships of the eleven agencies 
as well as staffs. Because of the time factor the writer had 
t o be s at is f i e d to get a 11 s e c o nd- hand 11 r e port from the s t a f f 
members themselves. 
It should be noted that whenever activities were re-
ported bot h as to their nature and frequency, they have been 
given full credit. The total picture of the results - like 
that of the JWB Survey -"represents the most favorable inter-
pretation which the evidence warrants • 11 4 
Furthermore, because of the nature of the material, 
some of the questions were general, and were based on staff 
4 Ibid., p. 184. 
4 
5 
memory. Also~ such terms e.s "few~" 11 me.ny~" 11 gree.t~" "sli ght 
emphe.sis 11 were difficult to understand because of vagueness. 
Whe.t mi ght be considered "few" b y e. large agency would be 
considered 11 me.ny 11 by e. smaller one. For the.t reason the 
writer asked staffs to indicate their responses in terms of 
t h eir own criteria. T o this extent, of course~ the responses 
were subjective. 
Finally there he.s been no attempt to consider the dif-
ferentie.l in professional tra i ning of staffs with the conse-
quent variation in resourcefulness in the use of original 
media~ i ma ginative ideas~ e.nd group work approach. 
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Chapter II 
ORIE NTATION TO PROBLEM 
In order to orient the reader properly. the writer will 
in this chapter discuss certain findings which though they 
may deal with Jewish center pro grams in general. relate especi-
ally to Jewish holiday programming. These findings pertain 
to two areas: Jewish center goals and relationships. andre-
sistance to Jewish holiday pro gramming. 
Goals and Relationships 
In his now famous survey. Mr. Janowsky sets forth the 
goals of the Jewish Community Centers. They are (1) to 
achieve Jewish identification which is relatively free of 
ideolo g ical. factional and social barriers but at the same 
time related to the spiritual - cultural individuality of the 
group, (2) to achieve Jewish integration., unitin g the Jewish 
community as a whole, (3) to contribute to the personality 
development of its membership as individuals and as Jews by 
means of the g roup-work process, (4) to promote the democratic 
way of life with the implications of respect for human person-
ality and the sanction of differe nces. (5) to provide a progran 
of service for its membership as well as Jewish organizations 
I 
with specialized objectives such as Hebrew schools, Zionist 
societies, B'nai B'rith lodges, and unaffiliated groups which 
would profit from a center pro gram, (6) to integrate the in-
dividual Jew and his spiritual - cultural group in the American 
community, a n d finall y (7) to promote social rerorm.l 
Accordin g to the survey, few Jewish center workers if 
any would disagree with these goals. However, there has some-
times been a basic misunderstanding of relationships with, and 
areas of jurisdiction of t h e Synagogue and the Hebrew School. 
S ome of the factors which the author found to be responsible 
for this misunderstandin g are: (1) institutional rivalry 
(2) personal irritations between synagogue and center leaders 
to gether with the fact that rabbis lack adequate social work 
trainin g and center people, adequate Jewish education (3) dif-
ferences in attitudes toward formal religion and most important 
(4) a basic difference in conceptions of Jewish life.2 
Obviousl~ the misunderstanding will persist until these 
four factors at least are thrashed out. We can safely say 
that this will take time. However, it would be realistic to 
follow the sug gestions by the late Dr. Joshua L. Liebman who, 
in referring to the survey, said 
••• there should be a "two-way passage" in t here-
lationship between Jewish Centers and synagogues; -
a passage from masses of Jews young and adolescent 
1 This summary is the writer's interpretation of the goals 
as Mr. Janowsky presents them. See Ibid., pp. 278-290. 
2 F or an interesting discussion of these factors see 
Ibid., pp. 317-324. 
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and adult alike indifferent to religion and to 
Jewish education, stimulated by joyous and 
affirmative contacts within the Center walls to 
g o to the Synagogue for a deeper knowled ge of 
Jewish reli g ion, of Jewish literature ••• At the 
same time the Syna g ogue ought to make it part 
of its policy and pro gram where it cannot . serve 
t h e play and recreational and informal needs of 
its members to stimulate the two-way passage to 
the Center f or group work and activity. In this 
way we can achieve a very fertile and creative 
partnership.3 
Resistance to Jewish Holiday Programs 
This question is really part of the whole area of 
resistance to Jewish content, a discussion of which would be 
out of the scope of this study. However, the writer would 
like briefly to mention some aspects of resistance as they 
mi ght relate to yout h and the general me mbership in Jewish 
holiday programming. 
Youth resistance is particularly significant because 
it is sharply focused and dra matic. F urthermore it will give 
us a clue to problems of children and adults since patterns 
of y outh a r e b u i 1 t on chi 1 d h o o d and c a r r y on t o ad u 1 tho o d • 
You t h desire to reach out to broader horizons and ident-
ify with the environment which is not Jewish. This desire is 
intensified by our own goals: "we demand of the adolescent to 
see necessity for participation in the life of the commun~ty, 
the nat ion, and even of the world and thus become a part of 
the world in which he lives."4 
3 Joshua L. Lieb man, The American Jewish Adventure. 
4 Spur geon 0. English and Gerald H. J. Pearson, Emotional 
Problems of Livin • 290. 
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Hence# they feel more at ease with the environment when 
the y participate in a Purim carnival which is not peculiarly 
Jewish. 
This is intricat e ly wove n with a deeper proble m which 
might affect the membership as a whole. This is the phenom-
enon of Jewish self-hatred which Lewin describes in his classicl 
Resolvin g Social Conflicts.5 
Self-hatred of a Jew may be directed against the Jews 
as a group, his family, himself# Jewish institutions, Jewish 
language and ideals. Ranging from subtle to open form, and 
var y in g in de gree of intensity, it ori g inates in t h is conflict. 
On the one hand such an individual wants to leave his I 
! 
group because it has a low underprivileged status; on the I 
other# he is not accepted by the majority group with its hi g h, I 
privile g ed status. As a result he is frustrated# and his 
frustration leads to ag gression. Normally, the latter should 
be dir e cted toward the majority who hinder him from leaving 
his group. But because the former has status and is too power-
1 
ful to be attack e d, his aggression is turned against his own 
group or a ga i nst himself. This is sometimes ag gravated by 
the fact that he accepts the majority values in jud g ing his 
group. The more typically Jewish# a cultural symbol or be-
havior pattern is, the more distasteful they will appear to him 
5 For a complete analysis of this problem, see Kurt Lewin# 
Resolving Social Conflicts# pp. 186-200. 
I 
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Accordin g to Lewin~ a realistic approach to this phenomen-
on -which is not necessarily born of a neurotic personality. 
but is social psychological - is to create a loyalty to the 
Jewish group, by early building up a clear and positive feeling 
of belon gingness to it. 
10 
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Chapter III 
DESCRIPTION OF HOLIDAYSl 
The sele~tion of holidays for s t udy was based on their 
bein g well known and understood. In so doing the writer does 
not intend in any way to convey the impression that these are 
the only holidays which are important or which lend themselves 
to pro gr ammin g. 
The holidays, listed in the order in which they appear 
on the Jewish calendar, are as follows: Passover, Lag B'Omer, 
I· 
I 
Shavuot, Tisha B'Av, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat ' 
Torah, Chanukah, Tu Bishvat, and Purim. Sabbath is also in-
eluded. 
It must be remembered that all of these holidays have 
been in the past observed by Jews outside as well as inside 
of the land of their national origin, Israel. Through the 
years, as Judaism itself evolved in its meaning to Jews. so 
too did the significance of these holidays. 
The writer will attempt to give a brief description and 
the significance of each holiday as it is understood by many 
Jews today in order to provide background for the material to 
1 
2 
11 
Passover or Pesach is the h o liday celebrating spring~ 
but more especially the liberation of the Jewish people from 
Egyptian slavery and their national birth. The eatin g of 
Mazzot-unleavened bread commemorates the hasty departure of 
the J ews from Egypt. The most dramatic event of the holiday 
is the "Seder " 3 in the home which combines both feasting and 
rel at ing the Passover story as recounted in the Hag gadah~ the 
Service Book. The Seder is characterized by song~ ceremony~ 
and relaxation. Holiday themes are redemption~ faith in the 
restoration of Israel, r ·ededication to the Jewish people~ 
hospitalit y and love for the stranger, and family unity. A 
feelin g of brotherliness and warmth characterizes the atmos-
ph e r e for some time before and after the holiday. 4 
~ B'Omer is a festival associated with harvest time 
but especially significant because it interrupts a period of 
s emi-mour nin g. It is known as the "Scholar's Festival 11 5 be-
cause it celebrates the end of a plague afflicting the discip~s 
of Rabbi Akiba durin g the time of the rebellion of Bar Kochba 
against Rome. Rabbi Akiba is remembered for his support of 
the unsuccessful revolution. The holiday is celebrated in the 
form of a recess from school at which time children indulge in 
3 Literally 11 order" - order of layin g out of food~ and 
conducting the ceremonies. 
4 Schauss, ~· cit., p. 76. 
5 Julius H . Greenstone~ Jewish Feasts and Fasts~ p. 226. 
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all sorts of amusements. I t i s a 1 s o c us to mar y f o r the m t o 
pla y with bows and arrows symbolizin g the idea of eternal 
vi g ilance for the safety of Israel. 
Shavuot or Pentecost celebrates the harvest festival and 
especiall y the revelation of what is known as the Ten Command-
ments or more accurately the Decalogue6 at Mount Sinai. This 
constitutes the focal point of Jewish philosophy interpreted 
and reinterpreted throu ghout the ages. Themes in addition to 
this basic one are as manifested in the story of Ruth's accept-
ance in Israel, blessings of harvest and labor, social welfare 
legislation, and the attitude toward proselytism. The follow-
ing practices are popular at this time: commencement exercises 
eating of dairy and honey foods symbolizing the esteem of the 
Torah and floral decorations symbolizing nature in full bloom. 
Tribute is also given to King David, who was always regarded 
as the ideal leader. 
Tisha B'Av 7is the national day of mourning for the Jewish 
people. To this day was relegated all national catastrophes 
since the twice destruction of Jerusalem, expulsion of Jews 
from various lands a~d the recent extinction of European Jewry. 
' 
The main theme is national sorrow mixed with the optimistic 
hope for future redemption. In recent years with the restora-
tion of the national status of Israel, the sorrow has given 
6 Ibid., P• 234. 
7 It should be noted that this holiday falls in summer 
when many agencies are closed. 
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way and hope is emphasized. 
symbols of mourning. 
The day is marked by fasting and 
Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. It is marked 
with solemnity and emphasizes :the concept of judgment of the 
individual and the group. Both are asked to evaluat.e past 
actions as a basis for greater development in the future. 
Symbolic of this is the Sl).ofar or ram's horn. 
Both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are different in at-
mosphere from the other holidays and are sometimes referred to 
as the "Hi gh Holidays." At this time greetings for a success-
ful and happy year are exchanged. Sweets are popular as sym-
b o 1 s of t he c om in g of a s we e t ye a r • 
Yom Kippur or Day of Atonement is especially marked by 
much prayer and confession to produce spiritual catharsis. 
The body is denied its food as a symbol of this "cleansing 
process.n The Service stresses the importance of self-examina-
tion~ the necessity to disapprove undesirable actions without 
rejectin g the individual committing the acts. 11 God does not 
seek to destroy the sins but rather to uproot sin."8 The 
rituals characteristic of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem are 
still made dramatic and vivid in many synagogues today. The 
once prevalent sacrifice as a medium for forgiveness of sin 
has been interpreted to mean doing good to mankind.9 Beautiful 
8 Greenstone~ op. cit.~ p. 49. 
9 Schauss, ..£.£.• cit., p. 142. 
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melodies characterize the chanting of the service. The even-
in g after the fast is devoted to joymaking. 
Sukkot, a harvest festival, expressed the farmer's thanb 
givin g for the bounties of nature. The Sukkah or booth sym-
bolizes the transition of the Jewish people from a group of 
newly freed slaves to the state of nationhood.10 The Lulab, 
palm-branch, myrtle, and willow are all characteristic of the 
harvest. This holiday also marks the blessings of rain, the 
season of which commences in Israel at this time. This e.tten-
tio n to re.in e.cts e.s a "historic reminiscence of the indis-
soluble relationship of the Jews with the soil of Palestine."l ~ 
Simc h at Torah. Though actually it is the last de.y of the 
fes t ival of Succoth, the writer is treating this occasion 
separately since it has lent itself to special celebrations. 
Literall y , the term means "rejoici n g of the Torah." This day 
marks the conclusion of the reading from the Torah in the 
syna g o gue and the be g inning of the cycle once more. Songs and 
celebration are prominent in the synagogue with e. procession 
of the scrolls of law in which everyone participates. This 
is accompanied b y eatin g , drinking and hilarity. Bonfires 
as a climax to the festival were even popular in some places, 
material for which consisted of the dismantled booths.l2 
10 Greenstone,~· cit., p. 61. 
11 Ibid., p. 80. 
12 Ibid., p. 82. 
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Chanukah or Feast of Dedication. This holiday comemo-
rates the victorious attempt of the Jews of Israel to retain 
their cultural identity in the face of Hellenistic influence 
after the days of Alexander the Great. This ideological 
struggle was marked by the heroism of the Maccabean family 
who led the successful revolt which resulted in the political 
and cultural independence of Palestine (Israel). This holiday 
symbolizes the fight for religious freedom and remembers the 
heroism of women in Jewish history (Hannah and Judith). 
The celebration of this festival is especially peculiar 
to the home with the kind ling of Chanukah lights (candles) 
referring to the dedication of the Temple during one of the 
successful Maccabean battles. It is a quiet family ceremony 
followed by the singing of hymns by all the family.l3 The 
Menorah~ the lamp used for the Chanukah li ghts, is placed be-
fore a window in order to "publicize the miracle." Special 
refreshments and feasting honor this festival. Games and 
plays are especially popular. Finally, there is the custom 
of presenting gifts to children. 
Tu Bishvat or Chamisha Asar Bishvat, considered one of 
the minor festivals, is the " New Year of Trees" occurring at 
the close of the rainy season in Israel. Arbor Day, the re-
awakening of trees, is celebrated with rejoicing and the eat-
ing of many fruits especially dried carob. It has greater 
Ibid., p. 121. 
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significance in view of the revival of Jewish national exist-
e nc e in Is rae 1 • There the love of the soil and reverence for 
trees is emphasized by the planting of trees, accompanied by 
processions and songs. Outside of Israel, celebration of this 
holida y is focused on identifyin g Jews with the development 
and settlement of the land of their origin. 
Purim celebrates the successful attempt of the Jews of 
ancient Persia to avert an attack planned against them with 
the ultimate defeat of the would-be attackers. The latter were 
motivated by anti-Semitism. Consequently, the holiday theme 
emphasizes the necessity of eliminating anti-Semitism. One 
of the principal reasons of this form of prejudice is a state-
less minority status with an accompanying "negative chauvin-
ism. 11 The solutions a national status and the accompanying 
national pride. 
The heroes of this holiday are Esther and Mordecai who 
interceded in behalf of their people. Haman is remembered as 
the prototype of anti-Semitism. The holiday is celebrated by 
an almost unrestrained ~ilarity marked by pranks, practical 
jokes, usually climaxed by a carnival. 
Durin g the readin g of the Megillah (Book of Esther) 
which recounts the story of Purim, noise-making instruments 
like the Gragger are customarily used by children to blot out 
the name of Haman when it is read.l4 Parodies, masquerades, 
14 Ibid., p. 158. 
I 
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and dramas a r e popular. F easting arrl drinking complete the 
a genda of celebrat in g with the accompanyin g provision that 
the poor are adequately supplied. 
S abbathl5 or Shabbat or Day of Rest occurs every Satur-
day. Though the writer has listed this last~ it is considered 
second in imp ortance onl y to Yom Kippur. Not only has it the 
con n otation of rest but joy and celebration as well. Above 
all there is an emphasis on devotin g oneself to study and 
cultural development. 
Certain ceremonies characterize this day; kind ling of 
li g hts before sunset on Friday; parents' blessin g of their 
children; the Kiddush (ceremony proclaiming the uniqueness of 
the da y ) initiating the Sabbath meal; the Zimiroth~ table 
hymns~ are sun g at this time. Both the individual a n d the 
home assume a holiday dress. 
Recently a n e w form of observa nce has arisen to which 
the wr it e r w i 11 r e 1' e r 1 at e r in t he s t u d y • T hi s i s kn own a s 
One g S h abba t ( liter a 11 y de li g h t in t he Sabbath ) ~ f irs t in t r o-
duced in Israel. It is a program consisti ng of music, discus-
sion~ dance, and other media designed to create a richer ap-
preciation of the Shabbat. 
Saturday afternoon. 
15 " Rest" in Hebrew. 
It is held late Friday ni ght, or 
18 
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Chapter IV 
SELECTION OF HOLIDAYS 
In this chapter the wr iter will discuss which holidays 
were programmed, whether emphasized by staff or membership; 
which are preferred by staff for programming; and finally he 
w~ll analyze the discrepancy between what is preferred and what 
was actually programmed. 
Ho lidays Programmed 
Table I shows the holidays which were programmed by 
agencies for children, y out h, and adults. 
TABL.l!; I 
NUMBER OF AGENCIES PROGRAMMING JEWISH HOLIDAYS BY 
AGE LI!;VELti 
Jewish 
Holidays Children Youth Adults 
Passover 11 11 7 
Lag B 'Omer 8 3 0 
Shavuot 6 3 2 
Tisha B'Av 3 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 7 7 6 
Yom Kippur 6 6 6 
Sukkot 8 6 5 
Simchat Torah 7 5 5 
Chanukah ll 10 9 
Tu Bishvat 5 1 0 
Purim ll 10 7 
Sabbath 8 4 4 
II 
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Childre n . All agencies programmed Passover~ Chanukah, 
and Purim; eight agencies programmed Lag B 1 0mer~ Sukkot~ and 
Sabbath; seven agencies programmed Rosh Hashanah and Simchat 
Torah; six agencies programmed Shavuot and Yom Kippur; five 
agencies pro grammed Tu Bishve.t; only three agencies programmed 
Tisha B'Av. 
Youth. All agencies programmed Passover. Ten a gene ie s 
programmed Chanukah and Purim; seven agencies prograrr~ed Rosh 
Hashanah. Six agencies programmed Yom Kippur and Sukkot. Five 
agencies programmed Simchat Torah. Four agencies programmed 
Sabbath. Th ree programmed Lag B'Omer and Shavuot. Only one 
pro grammed Tu Bishvat. None 
Adults. Nine agencies 
grammed Passover and Purim; 
said they programmed Tisha B'Av. 
programmed Chanukah. Seven pro-
six programmed Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur; five programmed Sukkot and Simchat Torah; four 
programmed Sabbath. Two pro grammed Shavuot and there vras not 
pro gramming of any kind for Lag B 'Omer, Tisha B'Av, and Tu 
Bishvat. 
Emphasis ~ Staff 
In Table IIA we find an indication of staff emphasis 
on holiday pro grams. 
20 
TABLE I IA 
STAF F EMPI:IAS IS ON JB1HS H HOLIDAY P R O GRAMS BY 
AGE LE VELS 
Je wish 
H o lide.ys Chi 1dren Youth Adu 1 ts 
Pas so ve r 7 7 4 
La g B 1 Omer 1 l 0 
Shavuot 2 2 2 
Tisha B '.Av 1 0 0 
Ros h Hashanah 4 3 3 
Yom Kippur 4 3 3 
Sukkot 4 3 2 
Simchat Torah 4 3 3 
Chanukah 11 9 5 
Tu Bishvat 1 0 0 
Purim 10 8 3 
Sabbath 3 2 2 
In attemptin g to find out the extent of emphasis in pro-
gramm ing in questions 2A and 2B, the writer asked the agencies 
to indicate " great" or "slight emphasis." In computing re-
sults, h owever, the writer considered only the responses to 
" great emphasis." 
Children. There was great emphasis by all the staffs 
in pr ogramming Chanukah; slightly less on Purim, with Passover 
close behind. There was moderate em phasis on Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Ki p pur, Sukkot, a nd Simchat Torah. Some emphasis was 
p laced on Sabbath with least on Shavuot, Tisha B'Av , and Tu 
Bishvat. 
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Youth. Greatest emphasis was on Chanukah, Purim, and 
Passover. There was some emphasis on Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah, with sli ghtest emphasis on 
Shavuot, Sabbath , and Lag B 'Omer. 
Adults. Most staffs emphasized Chanukah. There was 
some emphasis on Passover , Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Simchat 
Torah, and Purim with least emphasis on Shavuot, Sukkot, and 
Sabbath. 
Emphasis by Membership 
Table II B shows which holidays were emphasized by the 
membership in programming . 
TABLE IIB 
11iEMBERSHIP EMPHASIS ON JE'WIS H HOLIDAY PROGRAMS BY AGE LEVELS 
Jewish 
Holida ys Children Youth Adults 
Passover 5 4 3 
La g B 'Omer 0 0 0 
Shavuot 0 0 0 
Tisha B '}_v 0 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 1 1 1 
Yom Kippur 1 1 1 
Sukkot 2 1 0 
S imchat Torah 2 1 1 
Chanukah 6 6 3 
Tu Bishvat 0 0 0 
Purim 6 4 3 
Sabbath 1 1 0 
I 
Children. Emphasis was greatest on Purim, Chanukah, and 
Passover, with little emphasis on the others. 
Youth. Emphasis was the same for Chanukah, slightly 
less for Passover and Purim. 
Adults. Some emphasis was present in these holidays 
also. 
Op inion: Desirabilit y of Programs 
Table ~II shows the extent to which staffs selected 
holidays for programming. 
TABLE III 
STAFF' PREFERENCE I N SELECTION OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS 
FOR PROGRAMM ING BY AGE LEVELS 
Jewish 
Holidays Children Youth Adults 
Passover 11 11 10 
La g B 1 Omer 9 7 6 
Shavuot 8 9 6 
Tisha B 1 Av 8 6 5 
Rosh Hashanah 7 8 7 
Yom Kippur 6 7 7 
Sukkot 9 9 8 
S imchat Torah 10 9 7 
Chanukah 11 11 10 
Tu Bishvat 6 6 6 
Purim 11 11 10 
Sabbath 8 7 5 
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Children. All the agencies felt that Passover, Chanukah .. 
and Purim should be programmed for children. Ten indicated 
in addition Simchat Torah; nine indicated Lag B'Omer and Suk-
kot; eight also desired Shavuot. Tisha B'Av and Sabbath. 
Seven wanted Rosh Hashanah and six included Yom Kippur, Tu 
Bishvat among the holidays to be pro grammed. 
Youth. Again all eleven agencies said Passover, Chanu-
kah, and Purim should be included; nine wanted Shavuot, Suk-
kot, and Simchat . Torah; eight desired Rosh Hashanah; seven 
Lag B'Omer, Yom Kippur, Sabbath, and six indicated that Tisha 
B'Av and Tu Bishvat be included. One agency felt an Oneg 
Shabbat should be programmed every Friday evening. especially 
for children. 
Adults. (One agency did not indicate an opinion.) 
Passover, Chanukah, Purim, again were favored by all the agen-
cies expressing an opinion; ei ght indicated Sukkot; seven in-
dicated Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Simchat Torah. Six 
desired Lag B'Omer, Shavuot, and Tu Bishvat; five indicated 
Sabbath should be programmed. 
More than half of all the agencies felt that all the 
holidays should be programmed for children and youth; all the 
agencies expressing an opinion felt that Passover. Chanukah, 
and Purim should be pro grammed for all age levels. 
Discrepancy 
In Table III we saw which holida ys agencies (staffs) 
f e 1 t s h o u 1 d be p r o g r a mm e d • Y e t i f we r e 1 at e t hi s t a b l e t o 
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Table I~ we note that these same holidays were not always 
programmed. Question V therefore sou ght to discover the 
reason for this discrepancy. 
It asked: "In question three you indicated certain 
holidays should be programmed in Jewish centers. Not all of 
these may have been programmed in your agency. If this is 
true, what are~ in your opinion~ the reasons for this?" 
Agency A and B: indicated they were closed in the sum-
mer- B was closed on the Sabbath and high holidays. 
Agency C: 11 1949-50 was an initial year of programming 
and since it was impossible to cover every one weil~ only 
certain ones were chosen for programming; other holidays 
(Shavuot, Tisha B'Av~ Yom Kippur~ Rosh Hashanah) were handled 
adequately by the synagogue." 
Agency D: 
Agency E: 
Agency F: 
"all activities are suspended in the summer." 
"lack of time, staff~ and facilities." 
"Lack of direction on part of staff and lack 
of interest on part of the children- not sure which comes 
first or which causes the other." 
Agency G: "did not consider the High Holidays as part 
of its program." 
Agency H: "discrepancy exists because others(those not 
programmed - Lag B'Omer, Shavuot, Tisha B'Av, Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, and Sabbath) belong more in the synagogue and 
temple and Sunda y school because of their nature." 
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Agency I: 11 no staff." 
Agency J and K: "no answer." 
It may be seen from these remarks that the discrepancy 
was due to (1) closing of agency during the holidays, (2) 
des ire to select among holidays for effective programming, 
( 3 ) 1 a c k of t i me , s t a f f, f a o i li t i e s , ( 4 ) la c k of i n t e r e s t on 
part of staff and membership. 
Summary 
We can conclude from the material presented that staffs' 
main selection for programming and. emphasis were around Pass-
over, Chanukah, and Purim with decreasing intensity in selec-
tion and emphasis as age level rose, that of membership cor-
responding to a slight degree. More than half the agencies 
wished to program all the holidays for all age levels, especiall. 
I 
the three mentioned already, but did not do so because of 
limitation of time, staff, facilities, lack of interest, and 
the fact that agencies were closed during certain holidays. 
C~ept er V 
JE WISH HOLIDAY MED IA AND ME THODS 
In this chapter t he writer wi 11 discuss the extent to 
which program media were used, the availability end utiliza-
tion of materiels, identification and extent of media, extent 
of ceremonies and services, the number of activities programmed, 
and intra- end inter-agency programs. 
Availability of Materials 
Table IV shows the extent to which agencies had materials 
available for pro grammin g holidays. 
TABLE IV 
AGEN CI ES HAVING MATE RIALS AVAILABLE F'OR 
PROGRAMM IN G JE WISH HOLIDAYS 
Jewish Materials Materia. J.s 
Holidays Obtained Created or from Adapted 
Outside 
Passo-ver 8 4 
La.g B 1 Orner 7 4 
She. vuot 8 3 
Tis he. B'Av 6 1 
Rosh Hashanah 7 3 
Yom Kippur 7 2 
Sukkot 10 6 
S imcha. t Torah 8 3 
Chanukah 9 6 
Tu Bi shvet 7 3 
Purim 10 7 
Sabbath 7 4 
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(A) Ten agencies indicated they had available program 
materials for Sukkot and Purim; nine a gencies had materials 
for Chanukah; eight agencies had materials available for Pass-
over, Shavuot, and Simchat Torah. Next in availability of 
materials came Lag B'Omer, the High Holidays, and Tu Bishvat. 
Least available to the agencies were materials for Tisha B 1 Av. 
More than half of the a gencies received materials for all the 
holidays. 
(B) This same number - more than half - indicated they 
created or adapted materials for Purim, Sukkot and Chanukah. 
Utilization of Materials 
Table V shows the extent to which a gencies utilized 
materials in programmin g the holidaye. 
TABL,!:!; V 
AGENC I ES UTILIZI NG :MATERIAl$ I N 
PROGRAMMING JEWISH HOLIDAYS 
Jewish Ho liday:o 
Passover 
Lag B 1 0mer 
She. vuot 
Tisha B'Av 
Rosh Hashanah 
Yom Kippur 
Sukkot 
Simchat Torah 
Chanukah 
Tu Bishvat 
Purim 
Sabbath 
Agencies 
6 
5 
3 
2 
2 
2 
5 
4 
7 
3 
7 
4 
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Seven agencies utilized materials in programming Chanu-
kah and Purim. Six agencies utilized materials for Passover. 
Half of the agencies utilized materials in programming Lag 
B'Omer and Sukkot. It is interestin g to note that while ten 
agencies had materials available for Sukkot (from outside 
sources), only half this number utilized them. 
Some of the agencies in commenting said that most of 
the program materials obtained from JWB and other sources had 
to be adapted to the needs of the individual center. One 
agenc y used materials if monthly meetings of the sisterhood 
occurred in the vici~y of the holiday date. 
Identification of Media 
Question 6 aimed at finding out the speciric media and 
ex t ent to which they were used. The writer listed most of 
the traditional program media and asked the agencies to indi-
cate if they were used "much," "little," or . "not at all." In 
computing results, however, the writer considered only the 
entries under "much." (The pur pose was not to consider the 
difference between 11 much," "little," or "not at all" as a 
quantity for each individual agency, but to get an idea of 
what was generally used to a great extent in all the agen-
cies.) Table VI shows which media were used in programming 
the holidays. 
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TABLE VI 
MEDIA US ED BY A GEN CI~ S I N PRO GRAMM I NG J .!!;Vli SH HO LI DA YS BY AG E LEVE LS 
Je;nsh Holi day::; Chi 1dren Youth Adults I 
I 
Games Music Discussions Games Music Discussions Games Music Discussions 
Dance Trips Dance Trips Dance Trips 
Passover 3 1 8 0 9 1 1 5 0 6 0 0 2 0 2 
Lag B' Orner 3 1 1 3 4 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Shavuot 0 2 4 0 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 
Tisha B'Av 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 
Yom Kippur 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Sukkot 2 2 4 0 6 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 1 0 2 
S imchat Torah 4 2 4 0 5 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 1 0 1 
Chanukah 9 8 9 1 9 4 7 7 0 5 1 3 4 0 2 
Tu Bishvat - 1 2 2 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Purim 9 6 7 0 8 6 6 5 0 4 1 3 2 0 1 
Sabbath 1 2 · s 0 5 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 
Drama Group Out of Doors Drama Group Out of Doors Drama Group Out of Doors 
Dining Dining Dining 
Arts & Audio Arts & Audio Arts & Audio 
Crafts Visual Aids Crafts Visual Aids Crafts Visual Aids 
Passover 3 5 10 6 0 1 2 4 5 0 1 1 4 0 0 
La g B'Omer 1 2 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Shavuot 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tisha B'Av 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Yom Kippur 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
S ukkot 2 4 5 3 3 0 0 3 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 
S imchat Torah 2 4 2 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Chanukah 8 8 8 6 0 3 3 4 3 0 2 1 1 2 0 
Tu Bishvat 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Purim 8 5 4 6 0 6 4 3 2 1 3 1 3 0 0 
S abbath 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
c:>l 
e e 0 
TABLE VI (continued) 
Purim Carnivals 
Children 6 
Youth 4 
Adults 2 
Group Dining includes picnics, "Third Seder" 
Games includes quizzes, charades 
Discussions includes essays, lectures, story-telling 
Dance includes interpretive dancing 
Out of Doors includes nature study, campfires 
(>'I 
0 
It can be seen at a glance that children's programs 
utilized the media to a great extent. 
Children. Use of popular media seems to reflect the al-
ready familiar pattern: Passover, Chanukah, and Purim. In 
programming ~assover, three agencies used games to a great 
extent; eight used music; nine used discussion; drama was used 
in three agencies; arts and crafts in five; audio-visual aids 
in six. Most predominant medium was group dining. 
This recalls a conclusion found in another study on 
Jewish content where 11 a majority of the leaders ••• agreed that 
Jewish programs were we 11 attended only when characterized by-
social overtones, that is, when refreshments and/or dancing 
were provided."l 
In programming Chanukah, games, music, discussion were 
used by nine agencies; dance, drama, arts and crafts by eight; 
with audio-visual aids used in six agencies. Only one agency 
used trips while out of doors was not used at all. 
In programming Purim, the fo 11 owing media were used most: 
games, discussion, drama. Then came music, dance, audio-
visual aids, arts and crafts, and group dining. Trips and 
out of doors were little used again. 
1 Sumner Greenberg, 11 A Study of Jewish Content in Lynn," 
Unpublished Master~s Thesis, Boston University School 
of Social w·ork, Boston, Massachusetts, 1949. See 
p. 53. 
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Sukkot also lent itself to certain media: discussion# 
music, group dining, and arts and crafts. 
Music and discussion characterized Sabbath programming 
in about half of the agencies. In general, discussion was 
used to a great extent in all the holidays. 
Youth. The picture looks more bare on the youth level. 
Here too of all the holidays programmed# Passover# Chanukah, 
and Purim have been prominant. Media for Passover were: dis-
cussions, audio-visual aids, and group dining; for Chanukah, 
music and dance are the favorites, with discussion and group 
dining used to a certain extent. In Purim# games, drama, and 
dance were popular. 
We can suggest, as Janowsky concludes in his finding of 
the comparatively high frequency of forum and discussion pro-
grams, the "youth might be reached and influenced Jewishly 
through its growing interest in intellectual exercise and its 
increasin g awareness of the world and its problems."2 
Adults. On the adult level the media are conspicuous 
by their infrequency with some use made of music and dance 
in programming Chanukah; some group dining and drama in pro-
gramming Purim; and some group dining in Passover. 
The key in Table VI is self-explanatory. We might add 
that group dining accompanies almost every holiday with the 
distribution of refreshments. It is especially characteristic 
of Passover, which may account for the great frequency of the 
medium. 
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The writer indicated as a separate category "Purim 
Carnivals." This activity is e. tradition in many Jewish cen-
ters and it proved to be such in six of the agencies studied. 
In four a gencies Purim carnivals were designed to appeal to 
youth and in two agencies, programmed to include adults as 
we 11. In recording this activity the writer nevertheless 
gave credit to the individual medium even though it was re-
ported as part of the carnivals. 
In one agency e. fund campaign for plrorting of trees in 
Israel was considered e. program medium. In another agency 
Sabbath was honored by e. book review, but held outside of the 
center, which was closed. One agency felt "we should give 
children a dramatized approach to the holidays. 11 In honor of 
Sabbath this sa~e agency had children come to the center 
dressed specially for a party atmosphere on ~day afternoon. 
The program consisted of games, or plays related to a bible 
or holiday theme and a candle-lighting ceremony. Occasion-
ally films were run. Interesting to note, this emphasis on 
dramatics is related to the fact that one of the staff is a 
dramatics specialist. The latter observed that "people are 
tired of the usual Purim program- dramatics." 
One agency used audio-visual aids whenever available; 
another criticized the quality of available films. 
In practically all the a gencies holidays were observed 
not necessarily on the holiday date, but when programming 
33 
I 
could best suit a g ency schedules, many times before or after. 
Ceremonies 
and 
Table VII shows the extent to which reli g ious services 
ceremonies were used i n pro gramming the holida ys. 
TABLE VI I 
AGE NCI ES HAVI NG RE LI GIOUS SERVIC ES OR CEREMONI ES* 
I N JEVlT SH HOLI DAY PROGRAMS BY AGE LEVELS 
Jewish Children Youth Adults 
Holidays 
Passover 9 7 4 
La g B ' Orner 2 0 0 
Shavuot 4 3 2 
Tisha B'Av l 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 7 7 6 
Yom Kippur 6 6 6 
Sukkot 7 6 5 
Simchat Torah 5 3 4 
Ch anukah 10 8 7 
Tu Bishvat 2 0 0 
P urim 5 4 3 
S abbath 7 4 4 
* By ceremonies is me ant candle lighting , etc. 
I 
II 
I 
i 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
Children. Chanukah and Passover pro grams most frequently I 
included reli gious services or ceremonies. Next in frequency 
1 amon g the a gencies for this type of program came Rosh Has-
hanah, Sukkot, Sabbat h , and Yom Kippur. Purim took a drop 
in t his area of pro grammin g from its usual high place. 
Yout h . Passover and Chanukah pro grams also used this 
j t yp e of prog ram min g to a greater degree than the other holiday 
T 
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pro grams, with the High Holidays and Sukkot coming next. 
Purim ranks with Sabbath. 
Adults. Chanukah of the "big three" is promin ent and 
the High Holidays of course were characterized by a great deal 
of this type of programming. 
Five out of the eleven agencies had 
Shabbat 11 programs during this last year. 
at least ten weekly programs.) 
Number of Activities 
a series of "Oneg 
(A series included 
Table VIII shows the number of activities conducted by 
age n cies in programming the holidays. 
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TABLE VIII* 
AGENC I ES SHOWING NUMBER OF ACTIVI'l'I ES I N PR OGRAMM I NG JEWI :::JH HOLIDAYS 
BY AGE LEVELS 
Children 
Jewish more 
Holidays 1 2 3 4 5 than 1 2 3 
5 
Passover 6 4 1 4 3 1 
Lag B 'Orne r 5 1 2 1 
Shavuot 2 2 I 1 1 I Tisha B'Av 2 I Rosh Hashanah 6 4 1 
Yom Kippur 5 3 1 
Sukkot 2 3 1 1 4 
S imchat Torah 3 2 3 1 
Chanukah 4 5 2 3 4 12 
Tu B ishvat 2 1 
Purim 4 4 2 1 5 3 
2 1 Sabba t h 6 1 2 1 
- ---
Youth Adults 
4 5 ~ore han 1 2 3 4 5 more than 
5 5 
2 1 
1 1 
5 
5 1 
3 1 
3 1 
1 5 1 
I 14 1 , 1 
12 1 
Totals of Wei ghted 
Scores bv A~e Level 
Children Youth Adults 
17 13 4 
7 4 0 
8 3 4 
2 0 0 
6 6 5 
5 5 5 
11 9 5 
7 5 5 
20 22 9 
4 0 0 
22 17 9 
8 4 4 
* Obviously, Sabbath occurring once a week wo~ld receive a greater score t han the 
other holidays if total activities were compute~ to offse t this, the writer 
considered the average number of act i vi t ies a s one Sab bath each wee k. 
C>1 
a: 
In order to get a total estimate of the extent of activi-
ties the writer weighed the results so that wte n one activity 
for a holiday was reported, one point was granted the holiday, 
two points for two activities and so on. 
Children. On this basis we can say that: Purim programs 
had the greatest number of activities with a total score of 
twenty-two; then came Chanukah and Passover. Tisha E'Av had 
the least. Sukkot rated fourth in number of activities. 
Youth. Chanukah and Purim switched positions here with 
Passover in third place. Purim and Passover activities de-
creased somewhat in number. Sukkot still rated fourth. 
Adults. Purim and Chanukah activities decreased but 
were still high among the holidays and the number of ~ass­
over activities equalled the lowest number among the other 
holidays. 
On all levels the avera g e amount of activities for each 
holiday pro g rammed was one. 
Intra-Agency Programming 
Table IX shows the extent to which a gencies pro grammed 
holidays in individual clubs, mass pro grams, or in the build-
ing as a whole. 
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TABLE IX 
AGE NCI ES S HOWI NG LEVEL OF 
PROGRAM MI NG JE WISH HOLIDAYS 
Jewish 
Holidays Individual Mass Club Pr o grams 
Passover 6 10 
La g B ' Ome r 4 4 
S havuot 2 4 
Tisha B'Av 3 
Rosh Hashanah 7 
Yom Kippur 6 
Sukkot 1 6 
S imc hat Torah l 6 
Chanukah 5 10 
Tu Bishvat 2 3 
Purim 4 10 
Sabbath 3 4 
Building 
as a 
Whole 
1 
2 
1 
As in case of Table XII , one should consider the fact 
that eac h agency could indicate more than one level of pro-
gra mming for a given holiday.3 
In general the agencies conducted programming in the 
·form of mass activities with several agencies conducting, in 
addition , the followin g holiday pro grams on an individual 
club basis: Passover, Chanukah, Purim, and La g B 'Omer, Sab-
bath, Shavuot, and Tu B ishvat. One agency conducted Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah on an individual club level as we 11. 
This seems to fit in with Janowsky's conclusion that 
3 S ee p. 4 5, i n fra. 
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"with refere n ce to festival celebrations , it will not be sur-
pr i sing to disc over that the great proportion of such pro g rams 
are conducted on a mass ba.sis."4 
F ou r ag e n cies re ported, in additi on, that Purim, Sukkot, 
and S abbath were pro grammed on the basis of "building as a 
wh ole." The writer intended this term to c onvey the mean i n g 
t hat an activity was prog rammed for everyone re gardless of 
a g e or other classification, such as an exhibition. This 
is in contrast to a mass activity depending on e. certain 
classification, such as a dance for youth. 
Inter-A gency 
Table X shows the extent to which there was collabora t ion 
with other a gencies in pro grammin g the holidays. 
TABLE X 
AGENCIES S HOWI NG COLLABORATIO N I N PROGRAMM IN G 
.JE WI SH HOLID AYS BY AGE L EVELS 
Jewish Children Youth Adults 
H olide.;y:s 
Passover 2 3 1 
La g B 'Ome r 1 1 0 
Sha.vuot 1 1 1 
Tisha B 'Av 0 0 0 
Rosh Hashanah 1 1 1 
Yom Kippur 0 0 1 
Su k kot 2 2 1 
Simch a.t Torah 1 1 1 
C he. nuke. h l 3 3 
Tu Bishvat 1 0 0 
Purim 0 1 1 
Sabbath 1 l 0 
4 Je.nowsk y , .£,£• cit., p. 189. 
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There was collaboration around nine holiday pro grams on 
the children's leve 1 in at least one agency. On the youth 
level there was slightly greater collaboration with three 
a g e n cies reporting such pro gramming around Passover and Chanu-
kah. Adults also collaborated with agencies especially around 
Chanukah. 
The following organizations cooperated in this level of 
inter-agency programming: two temple sisterhoods, one temple 
brotherhood, the B 'nai B'rith organization, (both men's and 
women's divisions), Masada, Youn g Judea, Hadassah, and the 
Zionist Organization of America. 
Summary 
Program materials were available for all the holidays to 
at least six out of the eleven a gencies whether obtained from 
outsid e or create d . However, these same agencies utilized 
materials for only three of the holidays: 
and Pas s over • 
Chanukah, Purim, 
Especially for children these holidays seemed to lend 
themselves to a great extent to the following media: music, 
discussion, games and dance. Trips and out-of-door activities 
were hardly used. In the older age levels, discussions, audio 
visual aids, group dining, music, dance, games, and drama for 
the three popular holidays were used less with very little 
for adults. 
Purim carnivals were programmed in six of the agencies. 
In practically all the a gencies, the timing of holiday pro g rams 
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was dependent on a gency schedule rather than on date of 
holiday. 
It appears that Chanukah and Passover programs included 
also reli g ious services and ceremonies amon g most of the 
a gencies as well as Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot. In this area 
Puri m was not predominan t nor was Passover on the adult level. 
F ive agencies had a series of "One g Shabbat" programs. 
Purim, Chanukah, and Passover programs in general had a 
large number of activities. The number generally decreased 
as age level rose until at the adult level the number of 
Passover activities was amon g the smallest. 
Holiday pro grams for the most part were conducted on a 
mass level with some activities pro grammed by individual 
clubs, but very few holidays were programmed on the basis of 
11 b ·1 i ld in g a s a who 1 e • " There were nine or g en. izations with 
whom a gencies collaborated in pro gramming holidays. 
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Chapter VI 
INT EREST 
A program is successful to the degree that leadership and 
membership are both interested. No matter how much interest 
there is in the former to provide programming, little can be 
accomplished without its acceptance by the members it serves. 
Similarly, enthusiasm on part of the membership alone will 
wane without e. corresponding feeling on part of the staff. 
Moreover, since interest of both is interdependent, it has 
been difficult at times to separate these two elements. 
I. Staff 
This section will discuss interest of the staff in pro-
gramming Jewish holidays as reflected in some ways: its em-
phasis in selection of holidays, staff conferences. publicity 
reJ.ea.ses, its creating e. visual atmosphere, and finally its 
initiative in pro gramming. 
We have already seen in an earlier che.pterl that staff's 
main emphasis and selection of Jewish holidays for programming 
centered around only three: Pass over, Chanukah, and Purim 
with decreasing emphasis as age levels rose. 
1 See p. 28, supra. 
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TABLE XI 
EVI DEN CES OF I NTERE ST OF AGENCIES 
I N PROGRA~:HHNG JE Yv iS H HOLIDAYS 
Jewish 
Holidays Conferences Publicity 
Passover 9 10 
Lag B 1 Omer 4 5 
S havuot 3 7 
Tisha B'Av 2 4 
Rosh Hasha n ah 5 7 
Yom Kippur 4 7 
Sukkot 5 7 
S i mchat Torah 5 7 
Chanukah 9 10 
Tu Bishvat 3 4 
Purim 10 10 
Sabbath 5 5 
Con f erences 
"Visual 
Atmosphere" 
( d e c or at i ens, 
etc.) 
5 
4 
2 
1 
4 
4 
6 
4 
10 
2 
7 
4 
(In many cases a gencie s were not so well proressionalized 
that they were able to have staff conferences. In some cases 
staff consisted of one or two persons. At any rate the em-
phasis was on interest.) 
From this it seems that the conference agenda dwelt 
most ly on Purim, Chanukah, and Passover. Next in emphasis 
wer e Rosh Hashanah, Suk k ot, Simchat Tora h , and Sabbath with 
five agencies including these in their agenda. At least 
two agency staffs discussed pro gram planning around all of 
t h e holidays. 
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Publicity 
Though again the three popular holidays received mention 
on one kind or another; in most (10) of the agencies, there 
was an added interest in publicizing Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah. One can infer that 
these holidays were of sufficient importance to staff to 
warrant this attention, though they were not programmed to a 
great extent. Four agencies publicized each of the holidays 
in some way. 
Visual Atmosphere 
Chanukah ranked highest in this area, then came Purim. 
It is interesting to note that Tu Bishvat, the holiday of 
trees, ranked quite low. One might have thought this holi-
day, Tu Bishve.t, especially would lend itself to decorations. 
However, it is to be noted that Tu Bishvat is not widely 
known. More than half the agencies had decorations for Suk-
kot - one building a booth; whereas five honored Passover in 
t h i s me. nne r • 
Pro gramming Initiative 
Table XII shows the extent of initiative by clubs, 
councils, staffs, and others in programming the holidays. 
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TABLE XII 
AGENCIE S SHOWI NG INITIATIVE IN _JE WISH HOLIDAY P ROGRAMS BY 
CLUB, COUNCIL, S 'l' AF F, AND OTHERI::i 
Jewish Ind i vid ua 1 Inter-Youth The 
Holidays Club Council Staff Others 
Passover 5 1 9 4 
La g B 1 Cme r 1 1 6 1 
Shavuot 1 0 4 1 
Tisha B'Av 0 0 2 1 
Rosh Hashanah 1 0 5 3 
Yom Kippur 1 0 4 3 
Sukkot 3 0 6 3 
S imc hat Torah 3 0 5 2 
Chanukah 7 2 9 4 
Tu Bishvat 0 0 4 2 
Purim 4 3 8 3 
Sabbath 1 0 7 2 
(In interpreting this table one should consider the fact 
that the writer gave each agency an opportunity to indicate 
more than one source of initiative for a given holiday. Thus 
in relating this table to Table 1,2 one will observe that the 
highest total in Table I for any given holiday does not exceed ! 
the horizontal total in Table XII, but the reverse may be 
true - to allow f or multiple sources of initiative. 
To illustrate: The highest total in Table I for Chanuka~ 
eleven, does not exceed the horizontal total for that holiday 
in Table XII, twenty-two. This means that in this holiday 
there was more than one source or initiative in eleven 
agencies. 
2 See p. 19, supra. 
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On the other hand, the totals f or two holidays - Shavuot 
and Tisha B'Av - are the same in bot h tab l es indicating that 
there were no multi p le sources of initiative in progran~ing.) 
It is interesting to note in relatin g Table XII to 
Table IIA3 that the f act t hat a staff initiated a program did 
not necessarily imply that it emphasized it to a great extent. 
Th us La g B 'Omer shows great emphasis in only one agency where~ 
initiative b y staf f s h ows six. Tu Bishvat also shows a dis-
crepancy. This may lead us to assume that while a staff may 
initiate holiday programs, it will not necessarily emphasize 
them. 
Again, we see that Passover, Chanukah~ and Purim stand 
out insofar as staff initiated programs. In seven agencies~ 
staf f initiated Sabbath pro grams. Staffs of six agencies 
initiated pro g rams aro u nd La g B 'Omer and Sukk ot . Staffs of 
t wo a gencies initiated programs around all of the holidays. 
Summary 
Staf f 's main emphasis in programmin g ce n tered around 
three holidays : Passover~ Chanukah, and Purim. This same 
emphasis was seen also in their staff conferences, and pub-
licity. In addition~ Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur~ 
Sukkot 1 and S imchat Torah were honored by special announce-
ments in at least seven of the a gencies. In providin g a 
visual atmosphere - by havi n g decorations - most of the staffs 
L_ 3 See p. 21, s u pra. 
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honored Chanukah~ Purim~ and Sukkot. Sta f fs initiated pro-
gra mmin g mostl y around Passove r~ Chanukah, Purim, and 
Sabbath. 
II. Membership 
In this sectio n the writer will discuss the interest of 
children, yo uth, and adults as reported by staf f members in 
the followin g areas: emphasis in pro grammin g , initiative in 
pro grammi ng , ext e nt of participation, order of preference, and 
motivation. 
In discussin g selectio n of holidays, we saw that emphasis 
in pro gram min g by me mbership corresponded to that of staff to 
a sli ght de gree. 
Initiative in Pro gra mming4 
Club s i n seven a gencies took the initiative i n programming 
Chanuk ah; club s in five a gencies initiated pro grammin g around 
Passover; clubs in four a gencies too k the initiative in pro-
g ramm in g Purim. Th e Inter-youth council of three a gencies 
took the initiative for Purim; in two a gencies it initiated 
Chanu k ah; i n one a ge n c y it initiated Passover, and La g B'Omer. 
Initiative in pro grammin g from other sources centered in 
Passover and Chanu kah to a moderate de gree, wi th some initia-
tive for Rosh Hashanah, Yom K ip pur~ Sukkot~ and Purim. Some 
of these other sources re p orted were: adult membership, 
sisterhood and brotherhood of the temple or syna g og ue with 
4 S ee Table XII, p. 45. 
which the a gency is associated or cooperatin g , the Parent 
Teachers' Association, Sunday school teachers, the board, and 
the reli g ious committee. (The latter had to do mainly with 
reli g ious services durin g the High Holidays.) 
Extent of Participation5 
Table XIII shows the extent to which membership partici-
pated in the holiday pro grams. 
TABLE XIII 
AGENCI ES SH OWI NG GREAT PARTICIPATION IN 
JE WIS H HOLI DAY P ROGRAMS BY AGE LE VELS 
Jewish 
Holidays Children Youth Adults 
Passover 10 4 3 
La g B 'Omer 5 2 0 
Shavuot 4 1 0 
Tis h a B 'Av 2 0 0 
Ros h Has h anah 7 6 6 
Yom Kippur 6 5 6 
S ukkot 5 4 3 
Simchat Torah 5 3 2 
Chmukah 10 6 5 
Tu Bishvat 2 1 0 
Purim 10 7 6 
Sabbath 6 3 1 
In attemptin g to find . out the extent of participation in 
question 13, the writer asked the agencies to indicate "many" 
or "few." In comput i n g results, however, the writer considers 
onl y the responses to "many." 
5 E ither i n role of observer or performer. 
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Children. The already familiar pattern presents itself 
once more. Ten agencies indicated "many" for Passover, Chanu-
kah, and Purim. " Many" was reported i n order of frequency for , 
Rosh Ha shanah, Yom Ki ppur, and Sabbath. 
Youth. Holiday s in decreasing order of extent of partici-
pat i on were : Purim, Rosh Hashana h , and Chanukah. 
Ad u 1 t s • More than h a 1 f the age n c i e a r e ported 11 ma ny 11 f or 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Purim. 
No doubt the hi gh score for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
is due to the large attendance at religious services held at 
the a gen cies.6 
Order of Preference 
Question 14 was directed only to those agencies who had 
indicated that they had programmed Jewish holidays. Obviously, 
if an a ge ncy did not program a. holiday, it was impossible to 
indicate the order of preference of such a pro gram. Thus, for 
example, no indication of preference was recorded by youth and 
a. d u 1 t s f or T i s h a. B ' A v p r o g r a ms • C on s e que n t 1 y, t o t a 1 s of the 
categories will equal those of Table r7 and not eleven. 
It was designed to get a.n opinion of the amount of appeal 
and attraction the holiday pro grams had for the membership. 
The emphasis in presentin g this question to the a gencies was 
6 Cohen, op. cit., p. 52. 
7 See p. 19. 
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on the attraction the holiday had~~ result of its being , 
pro g rammed. Nevertheless, it was difficult to keep in focus 
t he d i s t i n c t ion b e t we e n t hi s an d the t end e n c y t o li k e c e r t a i n 
holidays an y way. In addition, the writer permitted indication 
of more than one holiday in the same place of preference. 
; 
For example, a given a ge group could rate Chanukah and Purim 
both "second 11 choice. 
TABLE XIV 
A GENC I ES S h OlHNG ORDER OF PREFERENCE 
' OF JE WIS H HOLIDAY PROGRAMS BY MEMBERS HIP .. 
Totals of Weighted 
Scores by Age Levels. 
Jewish Children Youth Adults Children Youth Adults 
Holidays 1 2 3~1 2 ~ 1 2 3f'~ irst 
3 3 3 
Passover 6 3 2 3 3 5 2 1 4 26 20 12 I La g B 'Omer 1 1 6 2 1 12 7 
S ha vuot 1 1 4 1 2 1 1 9 5 4 
Tisha B 'Av 3 3 
Rosh Hashanah 2 5 1 1 5 2 1 3 9 10 14 
Yom Kippur 6 1 5 2 1 3 6 8 14 
Sukkot 1 1 2 4 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 15 12 10 
S imc hat Torah 1 2 4 1 1 1 2 1 1 3 14 11 9 
Chanukah 8 2 1 6 2 2 2 2 5 39 32 19 
Tu Bishvat 5 1 5 1 
Purim 6 5 5 4 1 4 1 2 39 33 21 
Sabbath 1 1 6 1 3 4 11 5 4 
I 
In measuring the expression of opinion the writer weighted 
the above scale giving a value of 4, 3, 2, 1, to choices 1, 2, 
3, "other than 1st 3 11 respectively. Thus the weighted score 
for Passover is 26 for children. 
Children. In decreasing order of p ref e rence, Purim, 
Chanukah, and Passover had the far greatest appeal with the 
51 
others far behind. 
Youth. In decreasing order of preference, Purim, Chanu-
kah, and Passover had g reatest a p peal with a sli ght decrease 
in inte n sity. 
Adults. Purim and Chanukah appealed mo s t and High Holi-
da y s equall y appealed next. 
Motivation 
The question was asked: " W~s it difficult or easy to 
motivate interest in or acceptance of Jewis h holiday pro gram-
min g on part of your membership? Why?" 
F or convenience, the writer will reproduce answers of 
age ncies as recorded durin g the interviews. 
A gency A: "This is a new community and we have a battle 
t o i n t r o d u c e J e wi s h v a 1 ue s i n t o the 1 i v e s of the p eo p 1 e w h o 
have g one to the wayside in the last ten years that Je ws 
have lived here in number. These people here mi grated from 
oth e r cities to look for a more exclusive area and the oppor-
tunity to get awa y from a positive Jewish approach (which is 
wh at a gency verbalized as its g oal). As a result t h ere have 
been a number of fa milies not yet prepared to participate 
in our programs. 
Children have available in their own ho mes and elsewhere 
facilities which we duplicate here and our objective is to 
bind these facilities to gether with establishing Jewish 
friendship and learning to live together as Jews." 
. ~,~-;-oN U VERSITY 
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In th~s a gency the difficulty appears to be due to the 
attempt to satisfy a need which is not yet felt. 
Agency != "We have the desire and cooperation of the 
membership to whi ch the Hebrew school contributes." 
It is interestin g to note that this agency has verbalized 
what Janowsky calls the highest value, namely, "integration 
of pro g rams, or at least coordination of effort. 11 8 
Agency£: 
was stressed. 
"Re sistance was met when the religious aspect 
On Sabbath, prog ramming was limited to certain 
phases and so interest in the holiday pro g ram was most diffi-
cult to moti vate. For the most part there was no difficulty." 
This a gency also observed that "difficulty in motivating 
interest and acceptance was proportional to the lack of 
co nsciousness of the values of the holiday on the part of the 
leader." 
Agency D: ''Pro grammin g was easiest with children and 
y outh. Adults were willing to cooperate but were limited in 
time . They did not come to religious services because of 
economic causes ar:rl social habits. n 
Agency E : "Adults were somewhat bored and accepted pro-
grammin g as a matter of course, but (pro gramming) ••• wa.s not 
dif f icult with youth and children." 
Agency F: This agency said that there was resistance by 
youth. "This is an Orthodox (Jewish) community and resistance 
8 Janowsky, ~· cit., p. 205. 
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centers mainly in teen-agers who rebel a gainst authority. 
Thus youth enjoyed the Purim carnival not because of associa-
tion with a Jewish holiday but because of the carnival per 
se. However, it was not difficult to motivate interest and 
a c c e p tan c e in c hi 1 d r e n • " 
Ag ency _2: The agency traced the difficulty in motivating 
acceptance and interest to psychological resistance to Jewish 
identification mainly due to faulty pedagog ical methods within 
the community and lack of example and leadership in Jewish 
life. 
Agency H: 11 No pro b 1 em, prog rams we r e we 11 at t end e d and 
we didn't have to push anyone." 
A gency .! : "Programs were easiest with children because 
they were motivated in the Hebrew school, but motivation isn't 
g ood because it's forced by community pressure. Youth ac-
cepted certain holiday programs and there was no difficulty. 
If staff could devote a lot of time to motivate in the proper 
way, then other holidays could be made acceptable. They are 
least acceptable to adults except for the few who attend 
Sabbath services." 
One wonders if it is not a major responsibility of staff 
to devote time and energy to the "proper motivation." 
Agency ~: "Though kids responded, they don't want ••• 
(holidays) ••• emphasized." 
(One agency did not answer this question.) 
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Summary 
As mentioned earlier~ emphasis in programming by member-
s h ip corres p onded to that of staff to a sli ght degree. In-
dividual clubs initiated prog rams mostly around Chanukah~ 
Passover~ and Purim; there was some initiative around Sukkot 
a nd S imchat Torah~ and at least seven sources other than 
clubs and inter-youth councils took initiative in program-
min g . Most of the children participated in prog rams around 
Passover, Ch an u kah, and Purim to a great extent - with smaller 
participation by older g roups. In staffs' opinion~ Purim, 
Chanukah~ a nd Passover pro grams were preferred most by child-
ren and slightl y less by youth. Adults preferred Purim and 
Chanukah most. The Hi gh Holida y s to a certain degree appealed 
to them as well. 
Motivation was easiest with children w.ith increased re-
sistance as a ge level rose. Some reasons for lack of motiva-
t i on s u g g e s t e d we r e ( 1 ) r e b e 1 1 i on a g a i ns t au t h or i t y ( 2 ) in-
traduction of religious element (3 ) lack of time on part of 
staf f ( 4 ) attempt to sat i sfy an unfelt need (5) faulty teach-
in g methods in Hebre w sc h ools. 
In one case there w a s no problem in motivating all a g e 
levels. In two cases, motivation of children was h elped by 
Hebrew sc h ool influence and there was a divided reaction as 
to the desirability of this source of motivation. 
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Chapter VII 
PROGRAM GOALS AND VALUES 
No analysis of pro grammin g of any sort is complete with-
out these im p ortant items. 
In this chapter the writer will discuss the purpose of 
Jewish holiday programmin g as understood by staffs, what was 
actaully accomplished in terms of their goals~ and values de-
rived as a result or this. It can be readily observed that 
such questions are broad and require thoughtful treatment and 
analysis. One a gency could not answer because it felt the 
question was subjective. 
Oqjec t ives 
Question 1 asked: 11 In your opinion what is the objective 
o f pro gramming Jewish holidays in serving your membership? 
Agency != "To create a positive Jewish atmosphere within 
the Jewish community and to intensify the observance of tra-
dition on an individual and family basis." 
Agency! = "To emphasize the tradition of our holidays 
and to tie up our modern situation in li f e with our history, 
to emphasize service to one's fellow ma n , loyalty to an iaeal~ 
and faith. For example: on Chanukah~ the g oal was to re-
awaken i n spiration of the Maccabeans in us t oday; on Purim, 
objective was to instill the g lamor of the holid.ay in our 
__ I membership." 
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Agency C: "To g ive an awareness of Judaism ••• a living 
function of their lives and not something out of books; to 
present Judaism in a pleasant li ght so that it will be accepted! 
not as a burden but as a pallatable thing." 
Agency D: 11 To provide information about the holidays 
and explain their signi ficance for them (membership) as in-
divid u als as well as members of the (Jewish) group. 
" ••• to enable them to experience the religious values 
associated with the holidays 1 permit a concrete understanding. 
" ••• to create a cultural and religious bond between Israel 
and America; thus Passover was associated with Independence 
Day." 
Agency E: " ••• to make them conscious of holidays, remind 
them that they're Jews ••• glamorize the holidays but this is 
only a method to the goal." 
Agency !:_: 11 ••• to brin g closer and familiarize membership 
with Judaism." 
Ag ency G: " ••• to arouse interest and sympathy for the 
totality of Jewish life and to further prepare and assist 
me mbers of the Jewish group to (attain) the fullest and most 
mature participation in the group life of the agency and of 
the community." 
Agency _!!: " ••• let them practise and understand their 
own holidays and American way of life." 
Agency .!_: " ••• to meet community pressure and fulfill 
the objective of the Bureau of Jewish Education." 
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Ag ency J: " ••• to help people who don't understand, be 
infor med e.s to what holidays mean but (they) must be made 
i nt erestin g in order to be accepted. Our community is con-
servative, therefore, should insert the holiday aspect as a 
side issue." 
There see ms to be some uno larity as to the wording of 
t h is last agency's objective. 
A gency K: 11 ••• enable me mbership to identify with Jewish 
and American heritage." 
Accomplishments 
Question 2 asked: "To what extent did your programs 
meet these objectives? How did the y not meet these object-
ives (in the year 1949-50)? 
A gency A: "They met them to the de gree to which we 
reached our community or membership- by bringing an awareness 
and observance of the holidays to the fore in the minds of 
our children, yo uth, and adults." 
Ag ency £: " With the exception of Sabbath we met our 
objectives in satisfyin g two thin g s: enabling the youth to 
enjoy and learn at t he same time and to carry away concepts 
f or a time, len gth of which exceeded program duration." 
Agency D: 11 ••• influence on children was good, but don't 
k now to what extent we succeeded." 
Agency !_: " ••• as far as Jewish content is concerned, 
Chanukah and Purim pro grams were effective for all age levels; 
P a ssover e.nd Sabbath pro grams were effecttve for children." 
Agencies B, E, G, H , I~ J, and K did not answer. 
Values 
Qu€stion 3 asked: "In your opinion what values did you 
find in pro grammin g these holidays for your members in the 
year 1 94 9-50? (e.) values for children? (b) values for 
youth? (c) values for adults?" 
Ag e n cy A: cited t wo values: "(1) educational value and 
(2) the value of bringing people together on a social basis 
with a reli g ious attitude cr e ated an opportunity for them 
to meet in a positive Jewish atmo~ere." 
A gency B: No answer. 
Agency C: "Values consist of the criteria (mentioned 
before under Ques t ion 2): enjoyin g and learning at the same 
time and bein g able to carry away the concept after the pro-
g ram duration. 
A gency D: No answer. 
Age ncy E: "Ch i ldren look forwe.rd to holidays with love 
and interest and remember them from year to year; programs 
have brou ght together the Jewish people of the community." 
A g ency !_: '' ••• value lies in satisfying the objective 
(Jewish i d entification) and affording a pleasant experience 
and opportunity for children to work to gether for a common 
and constructive goal." 
Ag ency G: No answer. 
Agency H: "Same as usual center values: provide a home 
away from ho me , doin g things together, meeting together as Jews." 
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Agency I: "Question too dif f icult to pin down." 
Agency J: 11 Every child gets a live insi gh t into (Jewish) 
history. 
Summary 
They (heroes) were real~ had feelin gs." 
We c an s a y o n t he b a s i s of t h e p r e c e d in g t hat in g e n e r a 1 
the objectives of the a g encies in Jewish holiday programming 
have bee n the same as some of the goals for the Jewish centers 
in g ene r a 1 1 1 name 1 y ~ t o pe r mi t J e wi s h ide n t if i c at i o n a nd p e r -
mit integration of Jews in the total American community. 
More than half of the agencies did not indicate how these 
goals were accomplished~ thus suggesting a lack of adequate 
measurin g tools and criteria of accomplishment, and possibly 
a lack of interest and conviction. 
Some agencies indicat e d that values mainly for children 
c on s i s t e d i n d o in g t h in g s t o g e t he r ; le a rn in g p 1 e a s ant 1 y and 
informally; and also comin g to gether as Jews. Above all, 
there is an indication that a gencies have not focused their 
thinkin g too clearly on the use of holidays for programming; 
their role; and methods for promoting. 
1 See p. 6, supra. 
59 
C ha pte r VI I I 
C ONC LUS IONS 
This study has a:ttempted to discover the extent to which 
an interest in Jewish content was reflected in pro gramming 
Jewish holidays in the Jewish Community Centers of Greater 
Boston. Certain g eneral trends e mer g e in answe r to the ques-
tions which the writer posed. 
l. Which holidays lent themselves most readily to 
prog ramming? Vfuy? 
From the study it a ppears that holidays which have been 
given much attention in programming as indicated by selection~ 
i nt erest, and use of pro gram media were Passo~er~ Chanukah, 
and Pur i rn . It is possible to conclude that the common element 
in these holidays in the eyes of staffs and members h ips was 
the theme of heroism. i'Thether or not this is true it behooves 
memberships and staffs to study other Jewish holidays in an 
effort to discover this and other themes as a basis for richer 
pro g rammin g . To illustrate~ the writer will suggest some 
themes that might be utilized around the holidays which were 
not pro grammed to a great extent. They are as follows: Lag 
B'Omer - eter n al vigilance and freedom; Shavuot -blessings 
of labor, social welfare, the Ten Commandments; Tisha B'av-
coura g e and faith; Rosh Hashanah and Yom Ki ppur - self-evalua-
tion and g rowth; Sukkot - thanks g ivin g ; Simchat Torah -
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rededication to learni ng ; Tu Bishvat - love of trees and the 
soil~ ide nti f ication with Israel; and Sabbath - value of rest~ 
cultural development.l The writer feels it is o utside h is 
province to attempt to i ndicate the use of media for these 
themes. 
2. ITh ich a g e groups were most effectively reached? 
Wh y ? 
The stud y s h ows t h at t h ere was a decreasing interest in 
Jewis h holiday pro grammi ng with increasin g age level. Among 
pr e -adolesce n t children, inter e st was g reatest as reflected 
in emphas i s in, initiative of~ and participation in p ro gram-
mi n g . There was a decrease of interest amon g yout h ~ and rela-
tively little interest amon g adults. It is interestin g to 
note, in this connection, that a stud y of Jewish boys disclose· 
a proportionate decrease with a ge in the preference for Je wish 
conte n t and assoc i ation.2 
It appears from the study that children generally ac-
cepted what was presented to them. One can assume from this 
th at t h e onl y guide for us in Jewish holida y programming for 
childr e n is t he responsibility to provide experiences which 
1 F" or a more com p lete presentation of holiday themes and 
descriptions see Cha pter III, pp. 11-18, supra. 
2 See Isidor Ch ein an d Jacob I. Hurwitz, "A Study of 
Minority Group Me mbers h ip; The React ions of Jewish 
B o y s t o V a r i o us As p e c t s of b e i n g J e wi s h • 11 P • 3 • 
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wilJ. s a tis f y their needs as g rowin g Americans and Jews; 
experiences which wi 11 build up in t h em a positive fee ling 
a b out belon ging to the Jewish group- in other words - to 
secure for them what Lew i n has call e d a stable ground.3 
Wi th youth the reasons for lack of interest were compli-
c a ted. The study shows t h at t h e usual conflict facin g the 
adolescent in our culture mi g ht have been intensified by 
a n other fact or, namely his feelings about bein g Jewis h . One 
can hope t h at if his ground were made stable wh en youn ger, if 
h e were cle a r about his belon g ingness to the Jewish group, 
t h is conflict would be lessened. One can hope, cons equently, 
t h at Jewis h holiday pro gra mm in g would have positive meaning 
to him. 
It h as been more difficult on the basis of the study to 
i d ent if y the reasons for lack of interest in adults. Some 
factors may have included: a continuation of ne gative Je wish 
fe e li ng s of early childhood; a dissi p ation of any pos i tive 
feelin g s as a result of non-Jewish cultural influences; the 
great dema nd of time required for g ene r al adult problems and 
responsibilities; or even t h e attitude t hat adult Je wish 
needs must g ive priority to youth n e eds. 
3. Wh at are some of t he f actors affectin g the use of 
Jewis h holiday programmin g ? 
3 Lewi n . ~. c i t. • p. 17 5. 
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It appears from the study that there has been some dif-
ficulty in understanding the function of the Jewish Center as 
distinguished from that of the Syna g ogue and Hebrew School in 
re gard to programming Jewish holidays. 
This difficulty manifested itself in the attempt to 
distinguish between "strictly reli g ious" holidays and "na-
tion al11 holidays assi gnin g the former to the Synagogue and 
Hebrew School; the latter, to the Center. Without going into 
a discussion of the totality of Jewish life, the writer would 
like to sug gest the following approach. 
Staff's ener g ies s h ould be spent not in restricting and 
eliminating holiday programs but in expandin g and fulfilling 
them. The task should be to find newer and more effective 
ways of applying social group work methcxis and techniques to 
pro g ram all the holidays. For if Jewish holiday pro gramming 
is of value in achieving some of the g eneral goals of Jewish 
Centers as revealed in the study, namely to permit Jewish 
identification, and inte gration of Jews into the American 
community- if this is true, then a concentrated e ff ort on a 
maximum of such p ro g ramming is indicated. It may be the 
function of the Synagogue and the Hebrew School to approach 
the holidays in a spiritual and formal way; it is the function 
o f the Jewish Center to attempt to use the scientifically 
based, informal, recreational ap proach to these holida~ 
No one wi 11 challenge the . fact that the goals of formal 
J ew ish educatio n and religion may be similar to or sometimes 
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identical with t h ose of informal Jewish education. One should 
emphasize, however, the fact that in achieving these goals 
the met}Jods used are different. This difference in approach 
is also present in the area of Jewish holiday progranuhing. 
Within the framework of such pro gramming there is a suffici-
ently large reservoir to draw i'rom in providin g services 
peculiar to group work and the Center, namely "psychic health •• 
inte gration, personality development ••• group healing ••• the 
attainment of physical, recreational, and educational heal~hy 
mindedness of American Jews."4 
The function of the Jewish Center becomes more sharply 
focused when one notes the difference in the settings of 
synagogues and Hebrew Schools in the one hand and centers on 
the other. In the case of t h e former, individuals may be 
forced to attend a Jewish holiday celebration as part of the 
regular curriculum or service. In the case of the Jewish 
Center, individuals will come to a Jewish holiday program-
as part of the regular schedule of activities - only because 
they want to. 
Incidentally, it is this voluntary settin g basic to 
group work in general and the Jewish Center in particular 
wh i c h is s u c h a d y na m i c f a c t or i n c r e at i n g p o s i t i v e Jew i s h 
feeling. The study has not revealed the precise extent to 
wh ich negative Jewish feelings were a factor in resistance to 
4 Liebman, o p . cit., p. lb. 
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programmin g . Yet the writer suggests that any unhealthy 
pattern of enforced group belongingness which might be present 
and thus lead to these fee .l.in gs5 wou.1.d be countered by this 
vo lunt ar y condition. 
At best this study gives a general picture. Further 
rese a rch is needed with improved measurin g tools especially 
i n the ares. of classifyin g program media, accomplishments, 
and values. A sampl i ng of o p i n ions of membership and board 
me mber s as well as sta ~f is desirable. Recognizin g the in-
dicated limitations, one can make the following observation. 
The Je wish Center is in a hi ghly favorable position to 
apply group work techniques and skills to a proper approach 
in J e wis h holiday pro grammin g . It is hoped that with a 
g reater u nderstandin g of Jewish holiday themes, problems of 
interest, its own informal, voluntary setting - the Jewish 
Center will d evelop t h is ty pe of -program int o an essential 
part of g roup work in promotin g more p ositive Jewish life 
in Ame rica. 
5 F or a discussion o~ this pattern see p. 10, supra. 
Approved: 
Richard K. Conant, Dean 
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APPJ£N DI X 
Agencies Studied 
Arlington Jewish Community Center, 370 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Arlington. 
Belmont- Vatertown Jewish Community Center, 222 Lexington 
Avenue, Belmont. 
Boston Y. M.H.A., 108 Seaver Street,Roxbury. 
Brookline Jewish Community Center, 310 Harvard Street, 
Broo~line. 
Chelsea Y.M.H.A •• 23 Crescent Avenue, Chelsea. 
He cht House, 160 American Legion Highway, Dorchester. 
Everett Hebrew Community Center, 
Medford Jewish Community Center, 
172 Union Street, Everett. 
42 Water Street, Medford. 
Quin c y Jewish Community Center, 10 Merrymount Street, Quincy. 
Sout h Brookline ~wish Community Center, South Street, 
Brookline. 
Winthrop Community Building , Shirley Street, Wint hrop. 
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SCHEDU L E PRESEN TED TO AGENCY STAFFS 
A. Specific Questions 
1. In your a gency was there programming around each of 
the holidays for (a) children (b) youth (c) adults 
during year 1949-50? 
2A. Durin g year 1949-50 which holidays have been greatly 
emphasized by y our staff; vm ich have been sli ghtly 
emphasized in programming for (a) c h ildren (b) youth 
(c) adults? 
2B. Durin g year 1949-50 which holidays have been greatly 
emphasized by the membership of your a gency in their 
pro gram ming ; which have been slightly emphasized for 
(a ) children (b) y out h (c) adults? 
3. In your opinion should programming be introd uced into 
Je wi s h centers around each of the holidays f or (a) 
ch ildren (b) youth (c) adults? 
4 . In 1949-50 did your agency have available materials 
wh ich co u ld aid in programming each of the holidays? 
(a) Uaterials obtained from sources outside of 
your agency such as JWB, and Young Juchea. 
(b) Materials created or adapted by your staff. 
5. In your a genc y were these pro gram materials utilized 
in programmin g each of the holidays during year 1949-50? 
6. I n holiday programming conducted in your a gen cy during 
1949 -5 0 , which media of all those listed for each of 
t h e holidays were used: 11 much; 11 11 little; 11 "not at 
all"? 
7. In your a gency were there special reli g ious services 
or ceremonies for each of the holidays in 1949-50 for 
(a) children (b) youth (c) adults? 
8. I n 1 949 -50 how many activities were conducted in your 
agenc y in programming each of the holidays? (ex. A 
ball and carnival would be two activities.) 
9 . I n yo ur leadershi p trainin g programs, i n supervisory 
conferences with g roup leaders, and staff conferences 
in 1949-50, did the agenda include a discussion of 
program plannin g around each of the holidays? 
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10. Did your staff publish special holiday announcements 
or descriptions in the regular house newspaper or in 
special bulletins for eac h of the holidays in 194%0? 
11. Did your house in 1949-50 have decorati ons in its 
lobb y or elsewhere to create a visual atmosphere for 
each of the holidays? ( E . g . - Sukkot - boot h , flowers.) 
12. In your a gency, who took the initiative in pro g ramming 
each o f the holidays durin g 1949-50? 
13 • D u r in g yea r 1 9 4 9- 50 d i d man y o r f e w of your me m be r -
ship participate in and attend programs around each 
of the holidays for (a) children (b) youth (c) adults? 
14. In your opinion which were the holidays around which 
pro grammin g in your a g enc y appealed most to your 
membership on a scale of "first," "second, 11 or " third" 
c h oice for yea r 1949-50 for (a) children (b) youth 
(c) adults? · 
15. B y and large, on wh ich level was programming cond ucted 
in your agency around the holidays during 1949-50? 
(a) Individual club 
(b) 1vi ass pro gramming 
(c) Buildin g as a whole 
16. In pro g ramming each of the h olida y s did your agency 
collaborate with other a ge ncies or organiza t ions in 
1949-50 for (a) child r en (b) youth (c) adults? 
(The celebration of a "Third Seder" can be sponsored 
by an a gency to get h er with a B'na.i B 'rith, or other 
organ i z a. t i on • ) 
B. General Questions 
I. In y our opinion wha t is the objective of pro gramming 
Jewis h holidays in serving your membership? 
II. How did your pro g rams meet these objectives? How did 
they not meet these objectives (in year 1 949-50)? 
III. In your opinion what values did y ou find in programming 
the holidays for yo ur members in year 1 949-50? 
a. Values for children? 
b. Values for youth? 
c. Va 1 ue s for ad u 1 t s? 
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IV. In question 3 you indicated certain holidays should 
be pro g rammed in Jewish centers. Not all of these 
may have been programmed in y our a gency. If this 
is true. what are. in your opinion. the reasons 
for this? 
V. Was it difficult or easy to motivate interest in or 
acceptance of Jewish holiday pro g ramming on part of 
your membership for year 1949-50? Why? 
a. Children? 
b. Youth? 
c. Ad u 1t s? 
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